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AETFA NEWS 

BALIBO FILM COMING TO ADE-
LAIDE SOON                        The much 

awaited Australian film “Balibo” is having its world 
premiere in Melbourne on the 24th July, the Opening 
Night of the Melbourne International  Film Festival. 
With this year marking the 10th anniversary of East 
Timor's Independence Vote and subsequent with-
drawal of Indonesian troops, this film, described as a 
“tense political thriller about the true events sur-
rounding the execution of five journalists” (see: 
Three Decades On, Families of Journalists Still Wait-
ing for Justice to be Served), is timely indeed.   

AETFA is still negotiating to have the Adelaide pre-
miere at the Palace-Nova Cinemas around mid-
August, with Anthony LaPaglia introducing it. La-
Paglia plays Roger East, an Australian journalist who, 
at the urging of Jose Ramos-Horta (Oscar Issac), ven-
tures to East Timor to investigate the truth behind 
the deaths of the five men and to report on the im-
pending invasion. Details will be out soon. 

10th ANNIVERSARY OF EAST 
TIMOR'S VOTE FOR INDEPENDENCE 
– 30th AUGUST 1999                   Activi-

ties, including a Film Festival of old films about the 
East Timorese struggle and their calls for interna-
tional intervention, are being planned for the week-
end of 29-30 August to celebrate the courageous 
vote for Independence by the Timorese, who re-
fused to be cowed by the Indonesian-led Militias. 
The Vote unleashed an orgy of violence, wholesale 
destruction and massive population displacement by 
the Militias and the Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI), 
from which East Timor is  still recovering. It will also 
be a time of reflection for Australians who were vot-
ing with their feet and their voices for our Govern-
ment to take appropriate action. Details out soon. 

AN AWARD FOR EAST 
TIMOR!?The Mary MacKillop East Timor Mis-

sion, based in Sydney, on March 31 launched a Peti-
tion campaign to support their nomination of Timor-

Leste as an Honorary Companion of the Order of 
Australia - in recognition of the unique contribution 
of the Timorese people to Australian soldiers during 
World War II. 

Australian Democrat David Winderlich, recently ap-
pointed to the Legislative Council to replace retiring 
long-time advocate for East Timor, Sandra Kanck, 
has put up a resolution in support of the award to be 
debated in the Council this September. 

AETFA strongly supports this initiative, and so en-
closed with this newsletter is a petition and briefing 
paper. We hope you can assist.. 

AETFA ANNUAL DINNER SUCCESS 
This year's  Annual Dinner on May 24 hosted two 
important speakers, well-known to East Timor sup-
porters in Australia: Abel Guterres, TL Consul-
General based in Sydney (and soon to leave us after 
many years for another placement in Europe), and 
Sr. Susan Connelly, Director of the above-mentioned 
Mary MacKillop East Timor Mission. 

Abel Guterres put the case why East Timor should be 
allowed to pipe the oil and gas from Greater Sunrise 
to East Timor itself and not to Darwin. He also ap-
pealed to supporters  to set up Friendship groups 
with communities in East Timor (See: Australia-
Timor-Leste Friendship Network Launch). Susan Con-
nelly officially launched the Petition to Award Timor-
Leste the OAM. She also edits the MMETM newslet-
ter (below). 

Funds raised at the Dinner amounted to around 
$1,200. AETFA decided to add to this and donate 
$3,000 total to the Alola Foundation's Education 
Scholarship Program. AETFA Secretary, Mark Rohde, 
who is currently in East Timor for a number of Con-
ferences/Expos/meetings will deliver this money 
personally to Alola on 11 july. 

GREATER SUNRISE ~ WHO GETS 
THE BENEFITS?                          
(from Ba Ami Nia Belun Sira Newsletter (MMETM), 
June 2009)                                                                           
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Mr Abel Guterres, the Timorese Consul-General, 
spoke at the AETFA Dinner in Adelaide on May 24. 
During his talk he reminded the audience that Dar-
win is set to receive all the downstream benefits 
from the Bayu-Undan oil and gas reserves in the 
Timor Sea. 

This field lies 100% on Timor-Leste’s side of a half-
way line between itself and Australia, although Aus-
tralia receives 10% of its tax revenue. Timor-Leste 
will receive the remaining 90% of the tax revenue, 
but the economic benefits which will come to Dar-
win in the way of jobs and infrastructure will be con-
siderable. 

Other major oil and gas reserves are in another field, 
Greater Sunrise, which is situated quite close to 
Timor. The 2006 agreement between Australia and 
Timor-Leste split the tax revenue evenly between 
each nation, on condition that Timor does not raise 
the question of maritime boundaries for 50 years. In 
view of Australia’s windfall through Bayu-Undan and 
since the resources of Greater Sunrise are far closer 
to Timor than to Australia, the Timorese Govern-
ment is claiming that the downstream benefits from 
this field should go to Timor-Leste. 
 
There are difficulties associated with piping the oil 
and gas over the Timor Trough, difficulties which 
Australia claims will make it more practical to bring 
the refining process and all its benefits to Australia. 
However, the technology already exists to negotiate 
the Trough and with goodwill on both sides, enor-
mous growth could come to Timor-Leste if the refin-
ing plants were situated there. 
We agree with Mr Guterres that it is a matter of jus-
tice that the Timorese people be assisted to process 
the oil and gas, bringing essential jobs and education 
to the people of Timor-Leste. 
 

Timor-Leste's Suspicions of 
Woodside Proven                   (Ed-

ited excerpts from Tempo Semanal, Timor-Leste, 
15/6/09) 
A few weeks ago in a meeting in Darwin, the Timor-
Leste delegation noticed that Woodside Petroleum Co. 
had prepared a site in Darwin for the Sunrise LNG 
plant. Commenting on Woodside’s position Rui Castro, 
a businessman and former resistance activist said that 
Woodside has intentionally done this in order to bring 
the pipeline to Darwin. “Since 2004, Woodside has 
consistently ignored the Timor-Leste option which 

means there has been a plan and the intention has 
been to bring (the) pipeline to Darwin”, Castro main-
tains. 

Meanwhile on Wednesday (10/06/09) in an exclusive 
interview with Tempo Semanal, Mr. Alfredo Pires, East 
Timor Secretary of State for Natural Resources, said the 
Government of Timor-Leste has proven its suspicions 
towards Woodside. “Woodside can not be con-
sider(ed)...a prudent operator to look at (the) Timor-
Leste option for obvious reasons.” Pires said if Wood-
side were not cooperative then the Timor-Leste Gov-
ernment may prepare for another option: to not de-
velop the Greater Sunrise field. “It is something we can 
very easily leave in the ground for the next genera-
tion... if things don’t progress and move in a fair man-
ner...Timor-Leste feels strongly that (the) pipeline for 
sunrise - its only direction is to Timor-Leste.” 

Pires recently divulged information to Tempo Semanal 
about a new report from Norwegian Det Norke Veritas 
(DNV) Company, which says there is nothing to stop 
the pipeline coming to Timor-Leste. However Wood-
side still maintains Timor-Leste is a non-option. “We 
think the senior management in Woodside are mislead-
ing the shareholders of Woodside. This is a serious 
thing.” 
Pires is determined that the Government of Timor-
Leste will not be taken advantage of, as may have hap-
pened in the past. 
 
In 2004, the Australian company, Woodside, misled the 
Government of Timor-Leste when it was investigating 
options for transporting and potentially processing 
natural resources from Greater Sunrise. A 2004 Norwe-
gian report into Woodside’s feasibility study earlier 
that year criticised the company for approximately 
doubling the cost of constructing a pipeline to this na-
tion’s southern coast from the minimum cost required. 
 

The Australian  company, Woodside, leads a consor-
tium which includes the foreign interests of Conoco 
Philips, Shell and Osaka Gas. 

Three Decades On, Families of 
Journalists Still Waiting for Jus-
tice to be Served (Edited Report for Inter-

national Press Institute by Louise Hallman  9 June 2009) 

Thirty-four years ago, as the Indonesian army 
amassed on the border of East Timor, British re-
porter Malcolm Rennie and cameraman Brian Pe-
ters, along with Australian TV reporter Greg Shackle-
ton, soundman Tony Stewart, and New Zealand 
cameraman Gary Cunningham, arrived in the village 
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of Balibo to investigate rumours of an impending 
invasion.                                                                                                                                                   

On the morning of 16 October 1975 – prior to Indo-
nesia’s full-scale attack – Indonesian Special Forces 
assaulted Balibo and killed the ‘Balibo Five’. The 
journalists had believed that, as Australia-based re-
porters, the Indonesians would not target them. 
Greg Shackleton had even painted an Australian flag 
onto the building they were staying in. However, 
eye-witnesses say the journalists were singled out 
and executed in cold blood, to stop their reporting 
on the incursion. For years, their families were told 
the men had been killed in mortar fire. 

Despite gaining a coronial inquest for Brian Peters in 
an Australian court in 2007, which revealed the hor-
rific details surrounding the journalists’ deaths and 
declared the murders as a war crime, Peters’ sister 
Maureen Tolfree still does not believe justice has 
been served. “We don’t believe in ‘truth and recon-
ciliation’,” she says. 

Despite her failing health, Tolfree, along with the 
cousins of only-child Malcolm Rennie, travelled to 
Finland’s capital, Helsinki, for the International Press 
Institute’s annual World Congress. There, Congress 
attendees are discussing the upcoming feature film 
‘Balibo’ - based on the circumstances surrounding 
the murder of the five journalists – with them, the 
film’s director, Robert Connolly, and the actor who 
plays Greg Shackleton in the film, Damon Gameau. 
The International Press Institute is also backing a 
resolution condemning the inaction of the Australian 
and Indonesian governments, and calling for the 
long-overdue justice these journalists deserve. 

The women not only feel a sense of injustice at the 
hands of the Indonesian government, but also at the 
Australian administration, who they accuse of cover-
ing up the murders for diplomatic reasons, and then 
dragging their feet over investigations into the 
deaths. “We have had some justice by this film and 
by the coroner’s inquest,” says Tolfree. “But we’ve 
never had a public apology from the Australian gov-
ernment.” 

But the greatest form of justice that the women 
want – the arrest, trial by jury and conviction of the 
journalists’ killers – is unlikely to come, despite the 
coroner’s inquiry naming Indonesian officers respon-
sible for ordering the killings. “We’re never going to 
get justice in the way that we’ll see the two named 
men in an Australian court,” adds Margaret Wilson, 

Rennie’s cousin. “They’ll never get extradited from In-
donesia.” 

The womens’ campaign has raised the profile of the 
journalists’ deaths – something they feel was ig-
nored in the years after the attack. “I will admit I was 
very shocked in 1975-76, I don’t think the press 
spoke out. In 1975-76 no one seemed to want to 
cover the story, even though they were their col-
leagues.” 

“This case has special resonance for Australian jour-
nalists,” explains ‘Balibo’ director Connolly. “These 
journalists weren’t killed in cross-fire, these journal-
ists were killed for being journalists,” he adds, “and 
this is a story that needs to be told.” Connolly hopes 
his film will increase public understanding of the 
slaying of the journalists. “I think this film will speak 
to a younger generation. Cinema is a very powerful 
way of conveying stories globally. Although this film 
is about events thirty-four years ago, it speaks vol-
umes today. This is about repression of truth 
through the murder of journalists.” 

Australia - Timor-Leste Friend-
ship Network Launched 
                                                                                     
A Letter from Dili: 
At the Australia-Timor-Leste Friendship Conference 
held in Dili in July 2008, delegates representing all 
Australia-Timor-Leste Friendship Groups 
unanimously decided to establish an Australia-wide 
Australia-Timor-Leste Friendship Network. That deci-
sion has now received the enthusiastic support 
of the Timor-Leste Minister for State Administration, 
Snr Archangelo Leite, on behalf of the Government 
of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste.    
 
As a result of this agreement, reached on 6 July 
2009, and following discussions with Australian peak 
bodies, I am very pleased to announce the 
establishment of the Australia - Timor-Leste Friend-
ship Network (ATLFN). 
 
The establishment of the ATLFN reflects the national 
spread of Australia-Timor-Leste Friendship Groups, 
the request by Friendship partners in Timor-Leste to 
establish some basic principles of operation, and a 
request on the part of the Government of Timor-
Leste to coordinate Friendship activities through a 
common point of facilitation and communication. 
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The Australia-Timor-Leste Friendship Groups began 
in 2000 when the now Timor-Leste Consul-General 
to Sydney, Abel Guterres, approached then Cr Rae 
Perry (now Kingsbury) to help establish sister city 
relationships between Timor-Leste and Australia. It 
was decided that in order to build sustainable com-
munity to community relations the model of organi-
sation should be 'Friendship’ groups, engaging com-
munities from Australia with communities in 
Timor-Leste. 
 
Starting with just two Friendship Groups, they have 
now grown to be almost 50 such groups across Aus-
tralia, establishing relationships with communities 
across Timor-Leste. The principles informing the 
Friendship groups include respect and support for 
Timorese-led decision-making, sustainable and long-
term (10 year) assistance, and that relationships are 
based on mutual respect and 
collaboration. 
 
The ATLFN has agreement with the Government of 
Timor-Leste to work in close coordination to better 
facilitate the individual Friendship arrangements in 
alignment with Timor-Leste’s plans for sustainable 
development. Following on from the work of found-
ing Friendship Group members, the ATLFN has also 
agreed to explore with the Government of Timor-
Leste and appropriate agencies opportunities for 
developing and extending programs including elec-
toral observation, political training and support, and 
joint workshops and conferences. 
 
The ATLFN looks forward to continuing its close and 
cooperative relationship with the Government of 
Timor-Leste, assisting and supporting the Australia-
Timor-Leste Friendship Groups, and their partners in 
Timor-Leste. 
 
In Friendship 
Rae Kingsbury,  Convener, ATLFN 
Contact: raemerlynperry@gmail.com 
+61(0)448946483      Or 
Timor-Leste Consul-General Abel Guterres 
+61(0)409971775 

 

INDONESIAN  ELECTIONS           At 

the time of writing (9/7/09) it appears that  Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono (SBY) has convincingly won a 
second term as President. His party, Partai Demok-
rat, won the Parliamentary elections in April. 

A disturbing feature of the elections was the relative 
success of the new parties established by former 
generals Prabowo and Wiranto, both implicated in 
serious human rights violations. The presidential 
contest was overshadowed by the fact that all three 
Presidential/Vice Presidential duos included a for-
mer general, including SBY, on the ticket. It is a con-
cern that Indonesia still has many retired generals 
with ambitions to win a position at the very highest 
level of governance.  (from TAPOL.) 

SBY Covered Up Ambush Mur-
der of U.S. Citizens 
(edited excerpts from ETAN) 
 

1 July, 2009 - Previously secret U.S. State Depart-
ment documents implicate the President of Indone-
sia in a probable cover-up of an ambush in West 
Papua. The documents show Susilo Bambang Yud-
hoyono, who is running for re-election on July 8, 
maneuvering behind the scenes to manage the in-
vestigation into the August 2002 murder of three 
teachers—one Indonesian and two U.S. citizens. 
 
Dr. Eben Kirksey, an anthropologist at the University 
of California, Santa Cruz  and a regional specialist, 
said “The documents reveal that Yudhoyono initially 
stalled attempts by the FBI to launch an independent 
investigation.” The U.S. Congress, outraged at these 
stalling tactics, blocked funds for Indonesian military 
training until there was cooperation with the FBI. 
 
When a police investigation implicated Indonesian 
military shooters as the likely murderers of the 
schoolteachers, Yudhoyono became involved. Yud-
hoyono, a retired General and then the Coordinating 
Minister of Political and Security Affairs, wrote to the 
Charge D'Affaires of the U.S. Embassy in Jakarta that 
“I have dispatched a fact finding team led by one of 
my deputies to Timika and its surrounding (sic), to 
find additional information and other related facts 
especially on a broader political and security aspects 
of the incident.” Timika, the site of the attack, is in 
the remote province of Papua, where U.S. Mining 
giant Freeport McMoRan (FCX) operates a conces-
sion. 
 
Yudhoyono’s stalling tactics let the Indonesian mili-
tary cover their tracks,” said Paula Makabory, a Pap-
uan human rights activist who founded the Institute 
of Papuan Advocacy and Human Rights in Australia. 
“The ‘fact finders’ under his command systematically 
intimidated witnesses and tampered with material 
evidence,” Makabory continued. 
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Following high-level negotiations with Bush Admini-
stration officials, who promised Indonesia millions in 
military aid, Yudhoyono allowed the FBI into his 
country. "By the time the FBI were granted access 
the trail was cold," said Makabory. “The FBI investi-
gation proceeded within a narrow framework that fit 
the Bush administration agenda,” said Dr. Kirksey. 
 
“The Special Agents found a fall man, while tiptoeing 
around evidence connecting their man to the Indo-
nesian military,” Kirksey added. 
 
Antonius Wamang, an ethnic Papuan, was indicted 
by a U.S. grand jury for his role in the attack. He was 
apprehended in 2006 by the FBI and sentenced to 
life in Indonesian prison. Wamang had extensive ties 
to the Indonesian military, according to a peer-
reviewed article, “Criminal Collaborations,” co- au-
thored by Dr. Kirksey and Andreas Harsono, an Indo-
nesian investigative reporter. 
 
“The documents reveal evidence of a cover-up,” said 
Dr. Kirksey. “The fact that many relevant documents 
were not released is more evidence of the same” 
 

Attack Victims Treated in Secrecy at Australian 
Hospital 
The survivors of the assault were airlifted out of In-
donesia to a hospital in Townsend, Australia. Here 
U.S. diplomats, the FBI, Queensland Police, and the 
Australian Defence Force kept a tight lid on the 
situation—preventing the victims from speaking 
with the press and even from contacting family 
members for the first two days. 
(Tom Hyland, “Lost in the Fog,” The Age, September 
28, 2008) 
http://etan.org/news/2009/06Timika.htmlink-  
 

West Papua Advocacy Team 
(WPAT) Statement on Sweep 
Operation in Puncak Jaya              

(Edited from ETAN site) 
 
June 22 - Disturbing information has reached WPAT 
from a variety of sources of a very serious situation 
now transpiring in Puncak Jaya, West Papua. A 
"sweep operation,' reportedly carried out by Indo-
nesia's mobilized police or "Brimob," has killed sev-
eral Papuans and led to the death of others. People's 
homes have been raided and burned and farm ani-
mals killed. Hundreds of Papuans have been forced 
from homes and have sought refuge in surrounding 

forests where some have already died due to a lack 
of food, shelter and access to medical care. Report-
edly, seven young girls were taken hostage and 
raped. At least five villages are believed affected, but 
the military has also raided houses in Mulia, the 
Puncak Jaya district capital.  
 
"Security" operations have been conducted in the 
Puncak Jaya district since April of this year though it 
appears these operations have broadened and be-
come more violent since then. In recent years similar 
"sweeps" conducted by the military, also lasting for 
months, have led to the death of hundreds of civil-
ians displaced by the operations. 
 
According to our information, West Papuans are fal-
ling victim to rivalries among several different secu-
rity forces of the army and the police in the area. 
They are deliberately provoking local resistance 
groups to engage in armed activities, perhaps as a 
way to ensure that the security forces continue to be 
well funded. This contradicts the decision by all West 
Papuan resistance groups to refrain from acts of vio-
lence and to focus on seeking dialogue with the au-
thorities in Jakarta. The groups believe that this is 
the best way of reaching a solution to the many 
West Papuan grievances accumulated since their 
unlawful, coerced integration within the Indonesian 
Republic in 1969. 
 
It is difficult to get a clear picture of recent events 
because of long-standing restrictions on travel to 
and within West Papua imposed by the Indonesian 
government and security forces as part of their oc-
cupation strategy. 
 

WPAT urges the U.S. Government and the interna-
tional community to demand the following: 
Å an immediate cessation of the ongoing op-

erations in the central highlands; 

Å full access to the affected region by Indone-
sian and international 
humanitarian and human rights organiza-
tions to assist the besieged 
civilian population, as well as by journalists; 

Å and an investigation by the Indonesian Hu-
man Rights Commission (Komnas Ham) to 
determine who authorized and is leading the 
current operation. 

East Timor Begins Closure of Last Displaced Persons Camp             
(Edited report from AFP  Jun 17, 2009) 

http://etan.org/news/2009/06Timika.htm
http://etan.org/news/2009/06Timika.htm
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DILI - East Timor began emptying its last remaining 
camp for thousands of internally displaced people 
Wednesday, more than three years after unrest 
drove an estimated 100,000 people from their 
homes. 

Aid workers started dismantling the Metinaro camp 
on the outskirts of the capital after more than 700 
families agreed to accept money in return for going 
home, officials said. The camp, once home to in ex-
cess of 9,000 people, is one of 65 camps built to hold 
people displaced by political turmoil in 2006 that left 
37 people dead in fighting among police, soldiers 
and street gangs. 

"This is the culmination of a long process of work 
done by the government, all the organisations in-
volved and the people since 2007 to find a solution 
to problems that were a result of the 2006 crisis," 
International Organisation for Migration camp coor-
dinator Brad Mellicker said. "This is an important 
step on the road to development," he said. 

The families of internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
were entitled to payments of as much as 4,500 dol-
lars to help them settle in and rebuild homes. 
"Within slightly more than one year, working to-
gether, we will have managed to close all 65 IDP 
camps," Social Solidarity Minister Maria Alves said 
earlier in the week. The return of many of East 
Timor's displaced people has been delayed by land 
disputes and fears of violence in home villages.    

However, the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), as 
the camp manager of the sites, points out it is im-
portant to remember that there are still 2,100 dis-
placed persons in 4 transitional shelters sites in Dili, 
and that despite the very good efforts of the gov-
ernment, it is too early to call the IDP issue as com-
pletely solved. 

East Timor Epilepsy Association 
– facing financial strain           Ap-

peal from Dr John Chinwuba Anaje 

Since the political upheaval that engulfed East 
Timor in 2006, we have struggled to regroup and re-
organize the organization. We changed the name 
from East Timor Epilepsy Association to East Timor 
Epilepsy Awareness. We were able to re-embark on 
our various activities, all aimed at raising the aware-
ness about epilepsy in the East Timorese society, 
seeking out the people living with epilepsy and plac-
ing them on medications as well as lobbying the vari-
ous governmental arms such as the Ministry of 

Health and the Ministry of Social welfare. The main 
breakthrough we had was our success in getting the 
President of East Timor, Dr Jose Ramos Horta to visit 
our office and make a declaration on epilepsy. He, in 
a television broadcast, declared to the entire people 
of East Timor that epilepsy is a disease like any other 
and therefore the people with epilepsy should never 
be discriminated against. He also encouraged the 
people with epilepsy to comply with their medications. 
After this declaration, we had an unprecedented up-
surge in the number of people living with epilepsy 
that we had to cater for. We had also started live, 
interactive television and radio programmes which we 
were paying for.                                                             

This increased activity ultimately led to a financial 
crisis as our income could no longer keep up. We 
could not pay our office rental fee for three months 
and were at the verge of being evicted and therefore 
had to send an SOS [for] AUS$1,076.80 
(US$700.00). This money was in the form of a loan, 
with the understanding that it would be repaid. We 
were able to pay back this said sum this May. 

Having said the above, we wish to state the fol-
lowing: 

1. Our finances are yet to improve. We have not 
paid our office rental fee for the month of May and 
June. 

2. We have been unable to continue with our 
television and radio interactive programmes since 
this year. 

3.  Our mobility has been limited since we only 
have one vehicle at our disposal and need to pur-
chase two motor bikes to ease this mobility crisis 
or better still another vehicle. 

4. We would appreciate if our monthly office rental 
fees and electricity bills could be taken up  to en-
able us to at least be sure of a roof over our 
heads. 

In conclusion, ETEA has come a long way since 
the crises of 2006. We have been able to against all 
odds, raise the level of awareness about epilepsy in 
East Timor. At a point we were the most popular 
NGO in the country with our television and radio pro-
grammes very popular. At this point in time, we have 
over two hundred patients in our care. We run 
monthly clinics where I consult and give out the 
medications to the patients. We were purchasing the 
medication until recently when the Ministry of Health 
started supplying us with the medications. We would 
not like to lose this momentum and therefore seek for 
assistance.                                                                                         

Whatever assistance you render to us will be 
highly appreciated. We forever remain grateful to 
you. 
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Thank you. 

Dr John Chinwuba Anaje 
Founder/President/Physician                                           

Can You Help the ETEA? 
Please contact AETFA at  
PO Box 240 
GOODWOOD  SA  5034 

Or email aetfa.sa@gmail.com 

 

CHINA SHIFTS POLLUTION AND CARBON EMMISSIONS TO 

TIMOR-LESTE The following is an edited article from 
Timorese NGO, La'o Hamutuk (Timor-Leste Institute 
for Development Monitoring and Analysis) 

HEAVY OIL POWER PLANTS: MEGA-
PROJECT OR MEGA-PROBLEM? 
Timor-Leste will pay nearly $400 million to a Chinese 
company to build three electric power generating 
stations using heavy fuel oil (residual) and a nation-
wide high voltage distribution system. The power 
plants are based on old engines and generators 
which  have been used in China for more than two 
decades. This is highly-polluting, difficult-to-manage 
technology which most countries are moving away 
from or have already stopped using. It creates acid 
rain, water pollution, toxic solid waste, particulate 
air pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions. In addi-
tion to environmental and reliability concerns about 
this project, information has been difficult to obtain 
and rumors abound about irregularities in the con-
tracting, budgeting and other processes. 

Construction began in February 2009 at the first site 
in Hera, with the stated goal of providing  continu-
ous electricity to all districts by the end of the 
year.The other power stations will be built at 
Manatuto, on the north coast and at Manufahi. 

The Ministry of Finance posted an “Invitation to 
Submit Expression of Interest and Proposal” on its 
website on 17 June 2008 with a deadline for submit-
ting proposals of less than three weeks. Because of 
the short timeframe, La'o Hamutuk believes that the 
Government already knew who would get the pro-
ject, and conducted an open tender only as a formal-
ity. 

The project, “Construction of Nationwide Electrical 
Power Grid and Power Plant and its Facilities” is by 

far the largest project ever undertaken in Timor-
Leste, nearly $400 million dollars, roughly a year of 
Timor-Leste's non-oil GDP. It is ten times more ex-
pensive than any contract the Government has ever 
awarded. 

The three heavy oil power plants will produce a total 
of 180 megawatts (MW), far more than the total an-
ticipated electricity needs for Timor-Leste for the 
next 20 years. If they work, the heavy oil plants 
would make the proposed Iralalaro and recently 
completed Gariwai hydroelectric plants unnecessary, 
as well as other projects and proposals for agrofuel, 
biogas, hydroelectric, gas seep, wind and other al-
ternative energy power sources. It will not use oil 
and gas found in Timor-Leste and the Timor Sea, but 
would run entirely on imported fuel. 
 

These power plants will burn “heavy oil,” also known 
as “heavy fuel oil”. This is the carcinogenic residue 
left over from refining crude oil after gasoline, diesel 
and other lighter fractions have been removed. It is 
an extremely dirty technology, already phased out in 
many countries for environmental reasons, and 
burning it emits large amounts of sulfur, fly ash, car-
bon dioxide and other pollutants, creating both solid 
and gaseous toxic waste. Its use would undercut 
Timor-Leste’s recent signing of the Kyoto Protocol, 
which commits this nation to address climate 
change. La'o Hamutuk has also learned that they will 
be using 20-year-old used equipment that might 
otherwise be scrap. 
 
La'o Hamutuk agrees that Timor-Leste needs a na-
tional electrical grid and enough power generating 
capacity to supply the country's needs. However, it 
believes that this unrealistic project will not meet 
those objectives. In addition to depleting the coun-
try's finances and subverting honest tender proce-
dures, it will block development of more feasible and 
beneficial alternatives, and damage    Timor-Leste's 
environment. 

Latest news (23/6/09)is that East Timorese environ-
mental groups and the Fretilin opposition will launch 
a legal challenge to stop the construction of the 
three heavily polluting power plants in the country. 

President Jose Ramos Horta said he would conduct 
an investigation into the project. He said his inquiry 
would complement the Government's promised in-
dependent environmental impact assessment, which 
is yet to materialise despite local non-government 
organisations claims that land clearing has begun at 
one of the sites, a few kilometres east of Dili.                                                                                         

mailto:aetfa.sa@gmail.com
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Environmental groups, non-government organisa-
tions and the opposition have criticised the purchase 
of the heavy-oil plants amid rumours about irregu-
larities in contracts with the Beijing-owned Chinese 
Nuclear Industry 22nd Construction Company. 

For more information or other links visit 
www.etan.org/ 

UN-funded report: East Timor 
should decriminalize abortion to 
save lives                                   (Ed-

ited extracts from Associated Press and ETAN) 

The U.N. population agency is urging predomi-
nantly Catholic East Timor not to criminalize abor-
tion and to promote modern methods of contracep-
tion, saying in a report released in early June that 
women are dying from secret abortions. Women 
living in Timor's remote mountains are using un-
safe techniques to terminate pregnancies, such as 
drinking herbal cocktails, beating their bellies or 
inserting blunt instruments, the report said, citing 
hundreds of interviews with women, friends and 
doctors at several clinics. 

On 26 May East Timor's Parliament passed a con-
troversial law permitting abortions when a woman's 
life is at risk. In all other cases, practitioners can 
be punished by up to three years in prison for ter-
minating a pregnancy, even if it is the result of in-
cest or rape. 

About 650 Timorese women per 100,000 births die 
during pregnancy or shortly after delivery, triple the 
rate in neighbouring Indonesia and the Philippines 
(In the US it is 11 deaths per 100,000 births). It is 
unclear how many of the cases in East Timor may 
be related to unsafe abortions. Women have an 
average of seven children. 

The report was released by the U.N. Population 
Fund; the Alola Foundation, a women's group es-
tablished by Kirsty Sword Gusmao; East Timor's 
Health Ministry; and the Graduate School for 
Health Practice at Charles Darwin University, Aus-
tralia. 

The report detailed the case of a 19-year-old, iden-
tified only as Imelda to protect her family's privacy, 
who visited a clinic and was diagnosed with a seri-
ous heart condition and told she was unfit to carry 
a child. But the doctor gave no further advice or 
contraceptives. Imelda returned several months 
later in labour and died in front of her family 30 
minutes after giving birth to a baby girl. To reduce 
deaths like hers, the report said Timorese health 

officials should be required to record abortion-
related deaths and increase awareness about fam-
ily planning. 

However, any move to decriminalize abortion 
could prove unpopular among devout Timorese. 
East Timor's Minister of Health, Nelson Martins, 
claimed that the Timorese study of the Alola Foun-
dation on maternal mortality and abortion in the 
country ñis an exaggeration and is out of context 
and therefore not representative.ò He advocated a 
preventative program called ABC, which has the 
support of the Diocese of Baucau: abstinence, fi-
delity and natural contraception. However, he 
noted the availability of all contraceptives to the 
public. He also admitted there are ñspecific situa-
tions in need of major adjustmentò, such as the 
pregnancies of minors, or those resulting from in-
cest and rape. 

AETFA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
for 2009 was held on Sunday, 5th April. The following 
members were elected to the General Committee: 

Rosemary McKay  (Chairperson) Mark Rohde (Secre-
tary) Donald Barnes (Treasurer) Andy Alcock (Infor-
mation Officer & continuing as Public Officer) Com-
mittee Members:  Bill Fisher, Anne Bunning, Merle 
Menegay, Richie Gun, Miriam Tonkin, Bob Hanney 

Membership fees were rescheduled: they will hence-
forth be charged per address. Organisations $40; 
non-concessional rate for households $20; conces-
sion/low income rate $10; up to 4 members at each 
address for no additional fee; $2 extra for each 
member thereafter. 

Websites of interest: 

www.aetfa.org.au (Australia East Timor Friend-
ship Association Inc.) 

www.etan.org/ (East Timor and Indonesia Ac-
tion Network -US) 

www.laohamutuk.org/  (La'o Hamutuk: Timor-
Leste Institute for Development Monitoring 
and Analysis) 

www.mmiets.org.au  (Mary MacKillop East 
Timor Mission) 

http://tapol.gn.apc.org/  (TAPOL (UK): Human 
Rights in Indonesia and East Timor) 

http://www.etan.org/
http://www.aetfa.org.au/
http://www.etan.org/
http://www.laohamutuk.org/
http://www.mmiets.org.au/
http://tapol.gn.apc.org/

