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In Timor, 44% of children under five suffer from moderate 

to severe malnutrition. Timor has one of the world's biggest 

fertility rates - families average almost eight children - and 

one of the region's highest infant mortality rates of 88 per 

thousand live births. Australia, by comparison, averages less 

than five per thousand. Only half the people in rural areas 

have clean water and people are killed by all the usual 

tropical diseases, like dengue fever and malaria and that 

reaper of weakened kids, diarrhoea. Timor is riddled with TB 

and afflicted by both the most ancient and modern of curses: 

leprosy and HIV-AIDS. 

To see sick Timor up close you go to Dr Dan's Barrio of 

Pigs clinic, a tattered compound not far from the vast, 

fortified Australian embassy that sprawls along Dili's western 

beachfront. 

So what's good about his job today that wasn't so good 

when the Indonesians were in charge? "We don't have to 

treat gunshot wounds and machete slashes and torture 

injuries any more." 

And after that? 

"Well, after that there's not a lot of good news. To start 

with the worst first, the number one problem in Timor is TB. 

It's a legacy of Indonesia's last days as masters here. They 

chased half the population out of their homes and herded 

thousands of them into these huge compounds. Stressed-out, 

undernourished people were sleeping out on the ground in 

the rain, crowded in with people who had TB already. Perfect 

breeding grounds for TB." He pauses. "And then you've got 

very high malaria rates, dengue, malnutrition, HIV-AIDS and 

leprosy of course. The highest leprosy rate in Asia and one of 

the last leprosy hotspots in the world." 

So what would Dr Dan do if he had money - oil money, 

any money? "Well, the dream would be to have a properly 

equipped medical school at the university with an attached 

clinic and hospital." There's no medical school at all right 

now, and Timor has a total of about 30 Timorese doctors. 

But in the reality of today? "With extra money you 

could go out to the villages and set up clean water supplies. 

You could teach people personal hygiene. You could have 

a clinic up in the mountains so poor people wouldn't have to 

walk for hours when they get sick. You could set up centres 

to care for and teach and protect women and children. We 

need a centre for pre-natal education and treatment, to 

teach the simplest things, like how to breastfeed. This is, 

after all, a country of women and children. That wouldn't 

take an enormous amount of money. This is a small country 

where you could do great things with a relatively small amount 
(Continued on page 2) 

HIV-AIDS — one of East Timor’s health challenges 

Health care workers receive training 
and support  

(Sourced from ASHM News, July 2005) 
From 28 April to 3 May ASHM (Australasian Society for HIV Medi-

cine) through its International Program supported three doctors from 
East Timor and one doctor from Papua New Guinea to attend an 
ASHM Short Course in HIV Medicine in Darwin, and a one-day clinical 
placement at Darwin's Clinic 34. Subsequently, 2 staff from ASHM’s 
International Program team (Marina Carman and Cammi Webb) fol-
lowed up the training with a one-week visit to Dili in East Timor to in-
vestigate the types of support ASHM could provide for these doctors 
and their institutions. 

The visit enabled the ASHM team to identify the key players in HIV 
medicine, their training needs, and to facilitate their working together. 
The ASHM team also gained an understanding of the social, cultural, 
and political dimensions of the implementation of HIV testing, treat-
ment and care in East Timor.  

Discussions lead to an appreciation of the importance of: 
·        Centralising the location of treatment within the public 

health system to ensure access, availability and standardi-
sation. 

·        Coordination between the various medical and health insti-
tutions providing Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) ser-

vices and HIV treatment, other NGOs and agencies imple-
menting prevention programs. 

·        Secretariat and government support for the National AIDS 
Commission (NAC) in order for it to be an effective central 
coordinating body for HIV prevention, treatment and care 
programs in East Timor. 

·        Training teams that will work together in the provision of 
treatment, and that will be able to pass on this training to 
others. 

·        Laboratories being well equipped, availability of tests, and 
well-trained staff. 

·        The need for standardisation in provision of treatment and 
care, especially the need for treatment guidelines, a central 
register, confidentiality guidelines and contact tracing proce-
dures. 

Outcomes 
An Infectious and Tropical Diseases Clinic has been established in 

the National Hospital that will provide a central location for HIV and 
STI treatment provision, and ideas are being explored for providing 
secretariat and small grant support for the NAC through AusAID ave-
nues. 

ASHM has facilitated networking of key players in HIV prevention, 
treatment and care in East Timor, and will maintain contact with key 
partners and players to ensure that assistance is relevant and appro-
priate.  

In August, 4 East Timorese attended the ASHM Conference and 
short courses in Hobart. 

www.ashm.org.au 
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HIV Medicine in East Timor 



� � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � 
� � �

Papua New Guinea and HIV/AIDS 
(source: Oxfam Australia, www.oxfam.org.au/world/pacific/png )  
Papua New Guinea is on the brink of a serious HIV/AIDS epidemic: 

HIV/AIDS-related illnesses are the leading cause of death at Port Mo-
resby General Hospital. By March 2002, there were 5,239 reported 
cases of HIV/AIDS, and it is estimated that over 15,000 people are 
living with HIV/AIDS in Papua New Guinea (as at 2004).  
Effects of resource exploitation 

A focus of Oxfam work in Papua New Guinea is the environmental 
and social impacts of natural resource exploitation, in particular mining. 
Mining operations have significant detrimental impacts on communi-
ties, including loss of land and livelihoods, and environmental contami-
nation. Social consequences include increased alcohol abuse and vio-
lence, decreasing health standards, and greater vulnerability to HIV/
AIDS. 

Papua New Guinea currently accounts for 85 per cent of all reported 
cases of HIV/AIDS in the Pacific region. Elevated rates of sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs), prevalent gender-based violence and 
increasing impoverishment combine to ensure a high vulnerability to 
the virus. 
Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Education Project (HELP Re-
sources) 

HELP Resources is implementing a project to increase awareness of 
HIV/AIDS prevention and care in the East Sepik Province of Papua 
New Guinea. The project has trained 400 female village health volun-
teers in sexual health and HIV/AIDS prevention, and is piloting a train-
ing program on sex education skills with a group of teachers, voca-
tional trainers and education officials. The project aims to reduce the 
impact of HIV/AIDS on women, men and children in the East Sepik 
Province. 

West Papua HIV/AIDS campaign 
(source: Nethy Dharma Somba, Jakarta Post, September 27, 2005) 
HIV/AIDS is a major problem in West Papua, with over 60,000 peo-

ple at risk of being infected with the virus. To tackle the problem, the 
government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have under-
taken a number of campaigns, including an HIV/AIDS prevention cam-
paign. The NGOs and the government have also been urged to provide 
care for those West Papuans living with HIV/AIDS who have been os-
tracized by their communities. 

According to the West Papua Health Office the HIV/AIDS virus first 
appeared in the province in Merauke, West Papua, allegedly transmit-
ted to sex workers by Thai fishermen. It has now spread to the remot-
est areas of the province. The people most at risk of infection from the 
virus are drug addicts who share needles, their sexual partners, fe-

male, male and transvestite sex workers and their customers. 
"The virus has spread faster than the efforts being made to curb it," 

said the head of the West Papua HIV/AIDS Eradication Committee 
(KPAD), Constant Karma, who is also the vice governor of the prov-
ince.  

The estimated 60,000 at risk of infection is a significant number out 
of a total population of 2,516,310, consisting of 1,322,890 men and 
1,193,420 women.  

The health office estimates that there are currently 11,042 people in 
the province living with HIV/AIDS.  

That estimate is much higher than that the 1,910 HIV/AIDS cases 
actually reported to the health office. The main cause of HIV/AIDS 
transmission in West Papua is through sexual intercourse.  

Most of the people infected with HIV/AIDS are in their productive 
years, between the ages of 15 and 39.  

The West Papua KPAD, with a number of NGOs, introduced a cam-
paign several years ago promoting the use of condoms. However, 
many religious groups have criticized the campaign, fearing that it will 
encourage sex outside of marriage.  

"Religious leaders only suggest that we resort to prayer. Prayer cer-
tainly strengthens a person's faith, but prayer alone is not enough if 
there is no other action. Does not God expect us to pray and also to 
work hard?" said an HIV/AIDS activist from the Jayapura Support 
Group, Robert Sihombing.  

Robert said those people engaged in high-risk behavior, such as 
having intercourse with a sex worker, were especially encouraged to 
wear a condom. In addition to its condom campaign, the KPAD is also 
empowering younger people through positive activities such as a band 
contest currently being held in Jayapura.  

"Such an event is aimed at providing youths with positive activities, 
because they are prone to temptations at that age. If they do not have 
worthwhile things to do, it could lead to drugs, sex and other activities 
that might lead to the spread of HIV/AIDS," said the executive director 
of West Papua KPAD, PS Ukung.  

Another campaign being waged by the West Papua NGOs is aimed 
at educating the population about people living with HIV/AIDS. This 
campaign is important because many people still refuse to accept the 
presence of people living with HIV/AIDS in their communities.  

Medical workers have also discriminated against people living with 
HIV/AIDS. This was the case of a Sorong resident, Tom (not his real 
name), 42, who required dental care after a motorcycle accident but 
kept being turned away by dentists.  

"Each time I went to the dentist to fix my teeth, I was always honest 
and told them that I had HIV/AIDS. They always rejected me and only 
gave me a prescription. Do you think that medicine can fix my teeth," 
Tom told The Jakarta Post.  

"People living with HIV/AIDS are still looked down upon and ostra-
cized. If this goes on, efforts by the government and HIV/AIDS activists 
to stop the rapid spread of the virus in West Papua will be fruitless," 
said Robert.  
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(Continued from page 1) 

of money." 

AIDS also has to be talked about. At the moment it is confined to the groups 

where it always begins: prostitutes and the men who see them, including the 

largely male military and police, and gay and bisexual men who have unpro-

tected sex. "People used to say there wasn't any AIDS here until the foreigners - 

the peacekeeping troops and aid workers - arrived after independence," says 

Jim Rock, an Australian who is the Timor director of Family Health Interna-

tional. "But that's just not so. It would have come in from Indonesia, where there is 

a huge AIDS problem. So the main game is not among the foreigners. It's among the 

locals who for too long have been in denial, saying: 'We're immune because we're 

decent, clean, God-fearing people.'" 

God-fearing perhaps, but how do you define clean and decent? Rock's sur-

veys show that 60% of men who say they have sex with other men also say they are 

bisexual. Among married men, 60% say they have sex with prostitutes. And zero 

per cent say they use contraceptives every time they have sex. "The Catholic Church 

here is very powerful, and while it doesn't campaign actively against contraceptive use 

it doesn't support their use," says Rock. "And men here don't like using condoms, so 

they say they don't use them because the church forbids it. We give out condoms, 

about 250,000 a year, and the government supports us. But if we can't reach you, and 

if you're a worker on three dollars a day, you're not going to spend a dollar on a 

condom. 

"The problem we face is that while there is a low incidence of AIDS, there are 

bridges from the most highly infected groups - like bisexuals and sex workers - 

into the community at large, mainly through husbands transmitting the virus to 

their wives. We're holding a thin line between safety and perdition. Unless we 

act, the door is wide open for HIV-AIDS to spread. And if HIV does break out into the 

general population there will be an epidemic that could chew up a whole national 

budget. Just look at Africa today." 

Rock's group gets $750,000 a year from US AID, the American govern-

ment aid organisation. This budget cuts off at the end of 2005 because USAID has 

other priorities. Rock's program will have to finish. "Money would make a huge dif-

ference," he says. "And you need big money - for prevention, education and a really 

big program of condom distribution. We need to have much more extensive testing 

of vulnerable groups, but we have only two test centres in the whole country. And we 

need a reproductive health program. Teenagers here know nothing about contra-

ception, nothing about the prevention of AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases." 
www.themonthly.com.au 
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Most Australians have never heard of the 
province ‘West Papua’. So it is no surprise 
that when a report was released in August 
detailing alleged acts of genocide in the re-
gion, it failed to cause a media flutter. 

The report, released by the University of 
Sydney, alleges over 100,000 people have 
been murdered since the genocide campaign 
began in the 1960s, and that this includes 
thousands of deaths in recent years. West 
Papuan activists describe their plight as the 
‘silent genocide’ because nobody, including 
neighbouring Australia, really knows anything 
about it. 

Originally, West Papua was a Dutch colony, 
along with the rest of the Indonesian archipel-
ago. However, after the Second World War, 
the Dutch government refused to cede West 
Papua to the newly formed Indonesian state. 
The Dutch considered the indigenous peoples 
of West Papua to be too ethnically and cultur-
ally different from the dominant Malay popula-
tion of Indonesia (for instance, West Papuans 
are Melanesian, and are predominately Chris-
tian). The Dutch instead proposed that West 
Papua should be given its own independence. 
This was eventually granted on 1 December 
1961. 

However, as is often the case during the 
Cold War period, the US decided to intervene. 
The Kennedy administration wanted West 
Papua to be a part of Indonesia, and began 
lobbying the UN to refuse international recog-
nition to the new West Papuan state. Eventu-
ally, a compromise was reached; Indonesia 
was to take temporary control, but a referen-
dum regarding independence was to be held 
at a later date. 

This is when the alleged campaign of geno-
cide began. The Indonesian military stormed 
the province, and began violently coercing 
tribal elders into voting for integration at the 
upcoming referendum. Eventually, only 1026 
people, out of a population of almost one mil-
lion, were given approval to vote; and all 
voted unanimously to join the Indonesian 
state. 

According to the recent report by the Uni-
versity of Sydney, it has been a terrifying and 
violent plight for the local inhabitants ever 
since. Thousands of West Papuans have 
faced arbitrary imprisonment, torture, rape, 
and murder at the hands of the Indonesian 
military, regardless as to whether they were 
outspoken separatists or not. This has also 
been accompanied by a simultaneous cam-
paign of repression against traditional West 
Papuan culture; including the banning of the 
West Papuan flag, as well as the outlawing of 
various tribal songs. 

And the report makes it clear that such 
abuses are not merely confined to the 
‘excesses’ of General Suharto’s regime either; 
indeed, such violence is all but continuing 
under the new, democratic, Indonesian lead-
ership. 

For example, the report details a harrowing 
account of an entire village being razed to the 
ground by military forces late last year. This 
resulted in 371 homes completely destroyed, 
and all village livestock stolen; leaving an esti-

mated 6000 residents without shelter or 
means of survival. As of August, these refu-
gees were still hiding within outlying jungle 
areas.  

As one volunteer described, “at the moment 
there’s no food, no aid. So from the 21st until 
now, the people haven’t eaten. We want to go 
back, but because of the situation, we haven’t 
gone back… (The refugees) are at the foot of 
the mountains and in the jungle and they 
haven’t gone back to their homes, over 6000. 
They are dying there because there’s no 
medicine, and it’s hard to get treatment”. 

Such an account is one among many; the 
report also deals with military rape, extrajudi-
cial executions, and arbitrary imprisonment, 
all of which are alleged to have occurred 
within the last 12 months.  

The reasons for this campaign of repression 
appear to be twofold; on the one hand, you 
have an underlying assumption within the 
Indonesian elite that the province of West 
Papua is in need of ‘Indonesianisation’ in or-
der for secessionist movements to be sup-
pressed. On the other hand, you have a com-
pletely unrestrained military apparatus enact-
ing this process of ‘Indonesianisation’ how-
ever it sees fit; a military steeped in corrup-
tion, not liable to impunity, and which includes 
soldiers already well trained in the arts of 
mass injustice (namely, East Timor). 

There are now increasing fears that the 
Indonesian military may be arming and train-
ing pro-Jakarta militias throughout West 
Papua, in much the same 
way it did before the blood-
bath of East Timor erupted in 
1999. As one anonymous 
local remarked, quoted in the 
report, “boxes of bullets are 
being stored in workshops, in 
eating stalls and at the side 
of the road. What’s the mo-
tive or reason for this? If we 
relate this to the militia and 
the Satgas Merah Puti which 
are now being formed, if 
there is a conflict later on 
they will be able to get easy 
access to ammunition… 
[this] is a time bomb. At 
some time we Papuans are 
going to start killing each 
other, because they (the 
military) are preparing Papu-
ans to confront Papuans”. 

Indeed, the reality of West 
Papua is that the armed 
forces are increasingly pur-
suing their own agendas, in 
both military endeavours and 
in their own private incomes. 
This is not just restricted to 
assisting militias either, but 
includes military involvement 
in a range of illegal and de-
structive industries, such as 
illegal logging, construction, 
and the prostitution trade; all 
of which harm the indigenous 
population further. 

Recently it came to light that US firm Free-
port McMoran, owner and operator of West 
Papua’s Grasberg mine, the largest active 
gold mine in the world, had been providing the 
Indonesian military with over US$5 million per 
year to receive armed ‘security’. This included 
keeping local indigenous inhabitants away 
from the mine, as well as suppressing any 
indigenous protests directed at the mine. 

Speaking recently at Indonesia’s independ-
ence celebrations, Indonesian President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono remarked that 
his Government “wishes to solve the issue in 
Papua in a peaceful, just and dignified man-
ner by emphasising dialogue and a persua-
sive approach”. However, it was also con-
firmed that the Government plans to ship a 
further 15,000 Indonesian troops into the 
West Papuan province in the near future. 

The report released by the University of 
Sydney highlights an alarming human rights 
issue, occurring right at Australia’s doorstep. 
As the report suggests, it is highly likely that 
this campaign of repression constitutes geno-
cide, both morally and legally. But with the 
foreign press severely restricted within the 
area, and with both major Australian political 
parties siding with the Indonesian Govern-
ment over this issue, there appears little hope 
for much change. 

 
Nick Parkin 
 

(The University of Sydney report, titled 
‘Genocide in West Papua? The role of the 
Indonesian state apparatus and a current 
needs assessment of the Papuan people’, at: 
www.arts .usyd.edu.au/centres/cpacs /
WestPapuaGenocideRpt.05.pdf) 

40 years of “ genocide”  in West Papua 
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NICK PARKIN reports on a recent paper released by the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, 
University of Sydney .  

( original version of article was published in September in On Dit, University of Adelaide student paper) 

During the 1969 ‘Act of Free Choice’, the Indonesian authorities 
placed under detention any prominent West Papuans likely to protest. 
In June 1969 this group of political detainees was held at General 
MacArthur’s old wartime headquarters near Jayapura. (G. Alexander) 



US commander urges reforms in TNI… 
September, 2005 
CANBERRA - A U.S. defence commander said on Friday 23rd that Indo-

nesia must show it had taken steps to reform its military (TNI) for resumption 
of aid and arms sales, held back because of concerns of human rights abuse by 
troops. 

Washington revived a small military training program with Indonesia in 
February in a sign of thawing defence ties with Indonesia, but it maintains a 
ban on arms sales imposed after troops shot dead dozens of protesters in 1991 
in Dili in East Timor. 

Admiral William Fallon, the U.S. Pacific Commander, said U.S. politicians 
had serious concerns about the past activities of the Indonesian troops and it 
was necessary to demonstrate real reform in the military. 

"People in my country are looking for performance. They want to see deeds 
in addition to words," Fallon told reporters in Canberra, where he is on a visit 
for talks with Australian defence chiefs. 

But Indonesia’s transition to democracy and a visit by President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono to Washington in May have helped thaw relations, he 
said. 

The mood had also improved after the December 26 tsunami, which 
brought the two militaries together in relief work in Aceh. The United States 
sent a large contingent of naval vessels, helicopters and troops in emergency 
relief. 

Fallon, who has held talks with Yudhoyono and military chiefs in Jakarta, 
said he would initially look at the sale of non-lethal military supplies, such as 
spare parts for Indonesian military transport aircraft. 
…Australian Defence chief urges closer ties… 

Australia's new Defence Force Chief has made it clear he wants Australia 
to have strong defence ties with Indonesia. It hasn't impressed human rights 
groups in Indonesia who say abuses by the military are continuing and Austra-

lia should be placing more conditions on cooperation between the defence 
forces of the two countries.  

In his first public speech since taking over defence's top job, Air Chief 
Marshal Angus Houston was asked about Australia's defence ties with Indone-
sia. Last week the U-S Commander in Pacific said he'd like America to re-
sume its defence relationship with Indonesia, arguing the Indonesian military 
has improved its record on human rights. For his part Angus Houston says 
Australia's co-operation with its neighbour is already well back on track. 

“ I think the tsunami created circumstances where we were able to respond 
very quickly to the requirements that they had of neighbours and friends and 
we were very quick to go in there, and as a consequence of that the relation-
ship between the senior people in our organisation, the single service chiefs, 
myself and General Sutarto is probably as good as it's ever been….In terms of 
the sort of cooperation we seem to be returning to the sorts of activities that 
were typical of the era before 1999 … [T]he Indonesians have … also been 
very active in engaging us in the counter-terrorist field as well. So it's been 
very positive and there are no problems in any part of the relationship at this 
time.”  
…but human rights groups in Indonesia say wait! 

Rafendi Djamin, co-ordinator of Indonesia's Human Rights Working 
Group, says human rights abuses against the East Timorese have largely gone 
unpunished – and the Indonesian military is still involved in abuses in areas 
including the province of Papua. 

“There has been a lot of victims, some of them have died, some of them are 
victims of torture and I would say that the worry is that this violation which is 
perpetrated by military forces can still go on.”  

Djamin argues Australia should be demanding more from Indonesia on 
human rights before the defence relationship gets back into full swing. He 
calls for “a concrete plan of action from the Indonesian Government or Indo-
nesian military” . Reforms in the military and security sectors initiated in 2000 
need “ to be really implemented. Without doing this, without looking at this, 
then it will really become very counter productive for the whole stability in 
Indonesia and democracy in Indonesia.”  (source: AWPA and ABC) 
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Fr Francisco Fernandes, Humanitar ian, 
1936-2005 

Fr "Chico" Fernandes, who has died at 69 from cancer, provided leader-
ship and comfort to thousands of distressed refugees forced over the border 
into camps in Indonesia during its 1975 invasion of what was then Portu-
guese Timor. 

He was elected to represent the 18,000 people in Atambua camp, and 
interceded regularly on their behalf with Indonesian authorities, refusing 
army demands that the East Timorese adopt Indonesian nationality. 

Twenty-three years later Fernandes played a role in creating a united, 
democratic resistance body at a convention in Peniche, Portugal, which 
paved the way for United Nations-led independence talks for Timor. He 
convinced the senate of Liurais, the country's traditional chiefs, to take part 
in the convention. 

Speaking from Dili on Thursday, Timor's President, Xanana Gusmao, 
said this had been "crucial" in enhancing national unity. A few years previ-
ously Gusmao had criticised Fernandes for his involvement with a dissident 
resistance faction advocating talks with the Indonesian military. He said on 
Thursday Fernandes "had the singular courage to shift from a position 
which he acknowledged as wrong to openly [supporting] the resistance". 

The youngest of eight siblings, Francisco Maria Fernandes was born into 
a noble family. He was marked by the 1942 execution of his father at Japa-
nese hands, after he assisted Australian troops disembarking from the war-
ship Voyager, which had run aground at Betano. 

Post-war criticism of Portugal's colonial policies led to a widening of 
educational opportunities in Timor, mainly for children of traditional chiefs. 
Thus it was that Fernandes entered the Jesuit seminary at Dare, near Dili, 
then went to the Sao José seminary in Macau, where he studied physics. 

He was a reluctant recruit to the priesthood. On graduation he wrote to 
Bishop Dom Jaime Goulart requesting permission to continue higher stud-
ies in physics. Back came the reply: "Timor doesn't need physicists, it needs 
missionaries." And so his lot was cast. 

Science's loss was East Timor's gain. Many today owe their survival to 
the independent-minded priest's campaign against the unjust invasion. 

He began work as a parish priest in Timor in 1955, in the border town of 
Maliana, and in the mountain districts of Ainaro, Soibada and Ermera. He 
had hoped to be posted to Dili, but later said this experience had been the 
richer one: "Life far from urban centres allowed me to see the suffering and 
real needs of the common people," he told the Macau newspaper Rai Timor 
in 1996. 

He clashed with established power in the 1960s when he decided to re-
store a mountain chapel at Aitara, a popular Catholic pilgrimage site, at his 
own expense. Church authorities told him to cease the work because, ac-
cording to his account, they feared the Portuguese secret police might inter-
pret it as a nationalist gesture. He defied his superiors and the restoration 
was completed without incident. 

He was working in Ainaro in April 1974 when the Portuguese dictator-
ship was overthrown in Lisbon by radical military officers who announced 
the decolonisation of African and Asian territories. In a little over a year 
civil war erupted in East Timor and a horde of refugees, principally from 
the defeated UDT party, fled over the border to West Timor. 

The Indonesian army awaited them, insisting they could have sanctuary 
only if they agreed to return and fight against the victorious Fretilin nation-
alist party. Some returned accompanying Indonesian troops, but the major-
ity were concentrated around Atambua, little better than hostages of Jakarta. 

The priest succeeded in smuggling a letter describing their plight to the 
Portuguese foreign minister, Ernesto Melo Antunes. It was carried out of 
Atambua camp in the shoe of a Dutch bishop. 

The eventual result was an airlift of thousands of people to Portugal in 
July 1976, in a one-off deal negotiated between Lisbon and Jakarta. On 
arrival in Lisbon, Fernandes became one of the first Timorese to publicly 
denounce Indonesia's actions, at a time when fear had silenced even the 
most radical exiles. 

As the refugees settled into bleak camps in Portugal, the story slid from 
the headlines. But Fernandes's reputation remained solid as an independent 
figure who united the community in adversity and kept the flame of cultural 
resistance alive. In 1979 he spoke at the UN in favour of East Timorese 
self-determination. 

That same year Fernandes moved to Western Australia, where he acted as 
chaplain to the refugee community, and studied political science and history 
at Murdoch University. He later completed an MA at Macau University 
with a thesis on the early years of the Catholic Church in Timor. 

He resumed regular priestly duties in 1989, in Macau, where he led dem-
onstrations against the Indonesian occupation and organised sanctuary for 
400 youths fleeing persecution. 

He continued in Macau until his death, returning only briefly to his home-
land for independence ceremonies in 2002. At his request his body will be 
returned to his village of Lacló. 

(source: Jill Joliffe in SMH, 24 September 2005) 
 
More reminiscences of Chico Fernandes’ life on our website 

including a tribute by Andy Alcock. 
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C/- Global Education Centre 
1st Floor Torrens Building 
220 Victoria Square  
ADELAIDE  SA  5000 
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AETFA is working with several Rotary groups collecting baby 

and maternity clothes for the Alola Foundation to use in their 
"Wise Mother" packs.  

Alola hope to give one of these to every new mother in the Dili 
hospital in the hope that it will encourage more mothers to have 
their babies there and thus reduce East Timor's appalling mater-
nal and infant mortality rate.  

New or good used light-weight baby clothes are needed— the 
smaller the better—and also cotton or cotton mix material to 
make into wraps for new-born babies. Pieces need to be at least 
70cmx90cm; colour or pattern doesn't matter. Also needed are 
cloth napkins, lengths of terry towelling and baby soap.  

Money is also needed to pay shipping costs. A container costs 
between $3000 and $4000 to send. Alternately, Alola can buy 
the contents of each pack in East Timor for $20 and this will also 
provide much-needed work for some women who will hem the 
wraps and make up clothing.  

If you can help with clothing, collection or packing, ring Miriam 
on 8295 6481. Money for shipping costs can be sent to AETFA 
specifying what it is to be used for. 

Or send money direct to the Alola Foundation through their 
treasurer Jan Hayes 

PO Box 23, SOUTH MELBOURNE  3205  VIC 
 

Miriam Tonkin 
AETFA Chairperson 
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The Romero Company Inc presents 

THE BEANFIELD 
A Musical 

Script - Damian Mead  
Musical Arrangement - Helen Lawrie 

Directed by Sr Janet Mead  

Set in Latin America, this humorous and 
moving musical presents the human face of 
the struggle between cash and culture. "The 
Beanfield" is relevant to all people who seek 
to keep the human spirit alive and growing. It 
is a story of hope.  

Thurs 13th, Fr i 14th October  at 7:30pm  

at Adelaide High School Hall         
West Terrace, CITY 

ADMISSION: $18/$12 concession  
 
FOR TICKETS phone 8223 5959 
 
Proceeds to Rosemary Taylor's self-help projects, 

South East Asia and Sr Sally Duigan's AIDS projects 
in South Africa 
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FILM FUNDRAISER 
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“ It is indeed a great achievement for Yesterday to be nominated for 
the prestigious Academy Award. We at the Nelson Mandela Founda-
tion are proud to be associated with Yesterday which we saw as a very 
simple, yet powerful story. In our fight against HIV/AIDS, we need 
these kinds of stories which tell us not only about challenges, about 
difficulties and the tragedies but also, at the same time, those that tell 
us about hope, and Yesterday is about hope. This Oscar Nomination 
highlights Yesterday as a South African film and the resulting interna-
tional exposure will help us in our fight against discrimination and 
stigma that is attached to the AIDS pandemic. We congratulate Anant 
Singh, Darrell James Roodt and all those involved with Yesterday in 
achieving this milestone in world cinema.”  

Statement from Former President, Nelson Mandela �
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NEVER FORGET YOU 
 
“ Your friends will never forget you” , 
                the fluttering leaflet said, 
“ Your friends will never forget you” , 
                and then o’er the valley spread, 
The wide sky cowed in sorrow, 
                and the eyes of the angels wept, 
For a promise made by the soldiers 
                that their leaders never kept. 
 
For the soldiers are there when you need ‘em, 
                they’ re there to suffer and die, 
And to make the eyes of the angels weep 
                in the depths of the tropical sky, 
And the soldiers are there laugh it off, 
                and shoulder their blistering gun, 
And fight anew, in the mud light glue, 
                and the sweat of the tropical sun. 

 

 
And solders were there, and their mates were there, 
                  their mates, the East Timorese, 
Who fought and died beside them 
                  in the night of the jungle trees, 
Who fought and bled and suffered 
                  so Australia might still be free, 
And the Aussies cried, when their leaders lied, 
                  and poisoned the Timor Sea. 
 
“ Your friends will never forget you” , 
                  the fluttering leaflet said, 
Dropped from the biscuit bomber, 
                  and then o’er the valley spread, 
“ Your friends will never forget you” , 
                  and the eyes of the angels wept, 
For a promise made by the soldiers 
                  that their leaders never kept. 

 
Denis Kevans© 
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The Australian folk tradition music scene, poetry world and labour movement are 
in mourning over the sudden death of the Blue Mountains based poet Denis 
Kevans on August 23rd 2005, following complications from heart surgery. With 
his death expired the voice that turned literally hundreds of local preservation 
campaigns and human rights concerns into ditties, songs, verse and script with 
humour and rancour. A Kevans poem on any issue sorted out 'right from wrong' 
and became the defining fiat, whether it was a local council zoning matter, or 
what stance to take on a foreign war. He was that influential! 
 
Jefferson Lee 
 
(full tribute appears on our website) 


